
“The Promised King"
Matthew 1

Jesus has the credentials to be crowned as the promised Son of David (1-17)
What an incredible genealogy! A family tree that includes Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and King David. 

These are more than names on a page, they are the history of God’s redemptive story. From the faith and 
faithfulness of Abraham to the unfaithfulness of Rehoboam, Jesus’ family tree is the story of God’s grace and 
faithfulness to His people, but there’s an important purpose in the genealogy of Jesus, which is to confirm that 
Jesus has the credentials to rightfully be called to the throne. The readers of Matthew’s gospel were distinctly 
Jewish. They would have known the names on the list, and more importantly, they would have known the 
stories behind the names on the list. They would have known God’s promises to Abraham, and since they were 
still under foreign rule by the Roman Empire, they would known and would have still been hanging onto the 
promise to David concerning the throne of Israel! They would have been waiting, hoping and praying for the 
Messiah to come, and the Messiah — the Christ — would have to come from the line of David. He would have 
to be a Son of David!
1. Take a minute to look through the list of names in the genealogy of Jesus. Apart from confirming Jesus’ 

credentials to be the King, think about the things that you’ve learned about God through His relationship 
and experiences with so many of the people of this genealogical list. Discuss some of the wonderful truths 
about God that these names should remind us of.

2. In Matthew 12:23 the Jewish people were wondering if Jesus was the Son of David, and in Matthew 21:9 
and 15 they called Jesus the Son of David as He entered into Jerusalem. There were many sons of David, 
but for the Jewish people, the Son of David was the promised Messiah for God’s people. Within days, 
however, they had turned on Jesus and were crying for His crucifixion. Knowing who Jesus is is not the 
same as submitting to who Jesus is in our lives. When did you move from knowing who Jesus is to 
submitting your life to Jesus because of who He is? Do you know anyone who is struggling with this 
decision right now in their life? How could you share your testimony with them?

Jesus has the accomplishments to confirm Him as the Son of God (18-20)
Jesus had legal rights as Joseph’s son that fulfilled His credentials as a Son of David, but Jesus was 

much more than just a son of David. Jesus was the heir to the eternal throne of the Kingdom of God. Jesus is 
the Son of God! Matthew makes this truth about the identity of Jesus very clear by emphasizing that Jesus was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and not by Joseph. In Luke 1:35, the angel who announced the birth of Jesus to 
Mary also called Jesus the “Son of God,” and in Mark chapters one and nine, God the Father calls Jesus the 
“Son of God” both at His baptism and at His transfiguration. But how are all of these claims confirmed? The 
record of history in scripture points to the accomplishments of Jesus that clearly confirm the identity of Jesus 
as the one, true Son of God. From healing the sick to commanding the wind and the seas to casting out 
demons to raising the dead, the historical accomplishments of Jesus confirm without a doubt Jesus is the Son 
of David who is the Son of God.
1. Go to biblia.com on your mobile device, click the search icon (magnifying glass), and type in “Son of God” 

with the quotation marks. Then choose the ESV Bible and click search. Scroll down to the results in 
Matthew, and locate the first uses of the title “Son of God” in Matthew. Who were the first individuals to 
identify and address Jesus as the Son of God? What’s significant about this?
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2. Continuing to look at the search results, when did the disciples first apply this title to Jesus? What was it 
that Jesus had accomplished that prompted them to see Him as the Son of God? Why?

3. Look at the last verse in Matthew where someone calls Jesus the Son of God. Who was it? What was the 
situation? What is the significance of this confession from this person?

4. As the Son of God, does that mean that Jesus was created when He was born? Read John 1:1-3 and 14, 
John 8:58, Colossians 1:15-20, Hebrews 1:1-4, and Revelation 1:17. What do these passages tell us about 
the reality of Jesus birth as the Son of God?

Jesus has the purpose that proves that He’s the Son of Man (21-23)
The term used most to refer to Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew — the term He used the most to refer to 

Himself — is the Son of Man. In the Old Testament, the most significant use of these term is found in Daniel 
chapter seven. In this passage in Daniel 7:13-14, the term Son of Man is used as a technical term to refer to 
the future, eschatological son of man who would signal the end of the age and the coming of God’s judgment. 
It was a Messianic title, that the Jewish people would have been familiar with it, but it was also an important 
reality related to who Jesus was: Not just the Son of God, but also the Son of Man. Jesus was fully God and 
fully man. Jesus was human, and he had to be to accomplish His purpose. From the very beginning, Jesus’ 
purpose was to save man from his sins. Jesus could never conquer sin if He was never tempted like a human 
to sin. Jesus could never conquer death if he didn’t — like every human — experience death. Jesus’ humanity 
was a key to His purpose in saving His people from their sin.
1. “‘The Word became flesh’ (John 1:14); God became man; the divine Son became a Jew; the Almighty 

appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more than lie and stare and wriggle and make 
noises, needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk like any other child. And there was no illusion or 
deception in this: the babyhood of the Son of God was a reality. The more you think about it, the more 
staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation” (J.I. Packer, Knowing 
God, 53). Have you ever really thought about the reality of the sacrifice Jesus made in becoming a man? 
Read Philippians 2:5-11, and spend sometime in your group confessing in prayer that Jesus Christ is Lord.

2. “In the New Testament, grace means God's love in action toward people who merited the opposite of love. 
Grace means God moving heaven and earth to save sinners who could not lift a finger to save themselves. 
Grace means God sending his only Son to the cross to descend into hell so that we guilty ones might be 
reconciled to God and received into heaven” (J.I. Packer, Knowing God). Is God’s grace cheap or free? 
Discuss the tremendous cost that God paid to save sinners like you and me.

3. Do another search for “Son of Man.” Who uses the title “Son of Man” more than anyone else? What does 
that tell us about Jesus?

We must accept or reject Jesus as the promised, eternal King that He is (24-25)
Can you imagine what was going in Joseph’s head when he woke up from this dream? Scripture 

doesn’t say, but what we do know is that Joseph had a choice to make. There were really only two options: (1) 
Believe what the angel told him in his dream about the reality of who Jesus was, or (2) reject what the angel 
told him in his dream about the reality of who Jesus was. Joseph woke up, and he made his decision: He 
believed! He trusted God’s Word and what he had been told about Jesus. He trusted what God said over what 
the reality of this world said was possible or probable. Joseph picked faith, and that impacted everything. 
Joseph’s belief led to Joseph’s obedience. Joseph moved ahead in obeying God by marrying Mary and naming 
Jesus just as God had told him to do.
1. If Jesus is the true Son of David, how should this reality impact your life?
2. If Jesus is the real Son of God, how should this reality affect the things you do each and every day?
3. If Jesus is the real Son of Man, how should this reality change everything in your life?
4. Have you truly accepted Jesus for who He truly is? If so, how are you obeying Him today?


